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Methods: Author disclosures were collected from scientific articles published in JBJS in 2016. Payments reported by authors as relevant to the published article were compared with industry-reported
payments from the Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services Open Payments Database (OPD), which includes all payments to eligible physicians in the United States. The number of authors with

payments found in the OPD and appearing in publication-specific disclosures was determined for each payment type. publication;
O o| 3 |
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therefore, the accuracy of author disclosures could not be determined in this study.

Results: A total of 747 eligible authors were included; 60.5% of authors did not report at least 1 payment from their OP! ly representing
industry payments for food and beverage (55.7%), followed by travel and lodging (26.9%). Payments for consulting (16.3%), royalties (8.2%), research (8.4%), and ownershlp interests (1.5%) were
not considered to be relevant disclosures for specific journal articles by authors at lower rates than those for food and beverage and for travel and lodging.

Conclusions: Authors publishing in JBJS were more likely to conclude that industry-reported payments in the OPD for food and beverage and for travel and lodging were irrelevant for specific
publications (as disclosed to the journal) than payments for consulting, royalties, research, and ownership interests.

Financial relationships between physicians and manufacturers of pharmaceuticals, devices, and implants are highly prevalent in the United States, with self-reported rates of >80% of physicians across
various specialties 1,2. In a national survey of 1,662 physicians, 60% of physicians reporting relationships were involved in medical education, and 40% were involved in developing clinical practice
guidelines 1. Among authors of peer-reviewed articles in scientific journals, financial conflicts of interest have been associated with reporting bias toward pro-industry research findings 3-9, inferior study
design 7,10, and restrictions on collaboration and publication 9.

With support from politicians and consumer advocacy groups, increasing interest in public disclosure cuiminated in the passage of the Physician Payments Sunshine Act (PPSA) as part of the Patient
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